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Rosina M. Becerra is a professor of social welfare and policy studies at UCLA and former 
director of the Center for Child and Family Policy Studies. She is principal investigator for a 
five-year evaluation of the California Work Pays Demonstration Project, which was designed to 
move people off welfare. 

E. Richard Brown is the director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, and is a 
professor of public health in the UCLA School of Public Heath. The UCLA Center for Health 
Policy Research, which he founded, has developed into a leading national health policy research 
center and one of the most important sources of health-related information analysis on 
California’s population. 

Werner Z. Hirsch is professor of economics at UCLA and has been the founding director of 
public policy institutes at two universities. Dr. Hirsch has served on numerous boards, 
committees and councils and in an advisory capacity to various federal, state and local 
governments in the United States, as well as international agencies and the RAND Corporation. 

Xandra Kayden is a senior fellow and adjunct professor in policy studies at UCLA and 
president of the Los Angeles League of Women Voters and consultant on urban affairs. She is a 
regular contributor to the opinion section of The Los Angeles Times on government and ethnic 
relations. Her last book is Surviving Power (The Free Press). 

Mark A.R. Kleiman is a professor of policy studies at UCLA. He is author of Against Excess: 
Drug Policy for Results (Basic) and editor of the Federation of American Scientists’ Drug Policy 
Analysis Bulletin. Dr. Kleiman is also the president of the BOTEC Analysis Corporation. 

Tom K. Lieser is executive director of The UCLA Anderson Forecast and authors the quarterly 
UCLA Anderson Forecast for California. Dr. Lieser has written a number of studies focusing on 
business trends in California’s principal regions and industries and has over 20 years experience 
as a corporate economist. 

Mayda Portillo is administrative assistant to the budget director at Mayor Richard Riordan’s 
office. She received a bachelor’s degree in history from UCLA where she minored in public 
policy. 

Philip J. Romero is dean of the Lundquist College of Business at the University of Oregon. In 
the 1990s, he served as chief economist and deputy cabinet secretary to the governor of 
California. 
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Eileen A. Roush is senior consultant to the California Assembly Revenue and Taxation 
Committee and has taught in the Public Policy and Administration masters program at California 
State University, Sacramento. 

Fernando Torres-Gil is associate dean and professor of Social Welfare and Policy Studies at the 
UCLA School of Public Policy and Social Research. Dr. Torres-Gil is director of the UCLA 
Center for Policy Research on Aging and was Assistant Secretary on Aging in the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 

Valentine M. Villa is an adjunct assistant professor of the Department of Social Welfare and 
associate director of the Center for Policy Research on Aging at the UCLA School of Public 
Policy and Social Research. Dr. Villa’s area of research is documenting the health and economic 
status of minority elderly populations and examining the differential impact that public policy 
can have across minority and low-income populations. 
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